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ROCKFORD, Ill. (WTVO) - Lawyers for the man accused of killing the owner of a popular

Rockford bar are expected to tell the jury that he acted in self defense.

Jury selection in the trial of 60-year-old Roland Breault began Monday and continued

Tuesday morning.

Breault, 60, is charged with first-degree murder in the 2016 death of 59-year-old Dusty
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Boots Saloon owi... Joe Pendergrass inside a Loves Park medical building.

Prosecutors say Breault attacked Pendergrass during what started as a verbal
confrontation that quickly turned physical. Authorities say the fight ended when Breault

pulled out a folding pocket knife and stabbed Pendergrass twice in the back.

According to defense attorney Stephen Comie, the events of May 31, 2016, unfolded much
differently. Comie says a video taken from Beault’s cellphone shows Pendergrass attack his

client.

“The phone video shows Joseph Pendergrass suddenly arrive at the business and

immediately with his right hand attacked the defendant,” Comie wrote in a recent motion.

The stabbing occurred inside Advanced Medical Rehabilitation, a Windsor Road
chiropractic clinic that no longer exists. Cathy Dzik, wife of Joe Pendergrass, and Breault’s

wife, Mary Ann Breault, were partners in the business.

Dzik told police the melee started after her husband slapped a cellphone out of Breault’s
hand, court documents show. The fight continued in several rooms inside the building.

Pendergrass died while waiting for an ambulance.

Breault was initially charged with six counts of first-degree murder, two counts of
attempted murder and two counts of aggravated battery with a deadly weapon. He now

faces a single count of first-degree murder.

Testimony in the case began Tuesday afternoon and resumes at 8:30 a.m, Wednesday in

Courtroom A inside the Winnebago County Justice Center in front of Judge John Gibbons.
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