= First Alert Weather Livestream team 03

Friend of Rockford bar owner killed in 2016 hopes for
justice
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ROCKFORD, |Il. (WIFR) - After nearly eight years, the murder trial begins for a 60-year-old Rockford man accused of stabbing local bar owner, Joe
Pendergrass.

Roland Breault faces several charges including first-degree murder. He pleaded not guilty to the charges claiming self-defense.

Breault claims Pendergrass was angry at him and a fight broke out. Prosecutors say Breault stabbed the Rockford bar owner several times in the
parking lot of the former Advance Medical Rehabilitation Center at 1820 Windsor Road. Breault is also accused of trying to buy a gun while he was out
on bond at the time. :

“It's really mind boggling to me that for eight years the case is finally going to trial. | just don’t understand how you can keep pushing a case like this
off for eight years. My hope is that we do have some closure for Joe Pendergrass’s family and ali of his friends and for our criminal system as well and
for the other side too and their family,” said Steve Summers who was a friend of Joe Pendergrass.

Breault is due back in court May 16.
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