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Defense attorney: Client had
right to be in Loves Park
medical clinic before 2016
fatal stabbing

Jim Hagerty

2-3 minutes

ROCKFORD, Ill. (WTVO) — Despite claims that
Roland Breault was not authorized to be inside a
Loves Park chiropractic clinic the day he fatally
stabbed the Dusty Boots Saloon owner Joe
Pendergrass nearly eight years ago, his lawyer
says he had a legal right to be on the property.

“Roland was the vice president of the company,”
said defense attorney Stephen M. Komie. “He had
every right to be in the building because his wife
owned the building.”
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The company was Advanced Medical
Rehabilitation on Windsor Road. Breault’s wife,
Mary Ann Breault, was a partner in the business
and also owned the property. Roland Breault did
her billing and building maintenance, Komie said.

On May 31, 2016, when Roland Breault unlocked
the door, the burglar alarm sounded. He was
unable to turn it off by entering his code.

According to witness testimony, the alarm code
was changed after a lawsuit was filed to separate
business interests in the company.

“The evidence shows that was a lockout,” Komie
said. “That was one side of the building trying to
lock out the other side that owned the building.
Mary Ann Breault owned the building, and Dr. Shih
was trying to lock her out of the building and push
her out of the business.”

Dr. Cathy Dzik, wife of Joe Pendergrass, worked at
the clinic for more than 10 years. She said Mary
Ann Breault’s business partner, Dr. Clarke Shih,
changed Roland Breault’s alarm code.
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“Dr. Shih decided to do it because of the
dissolution of the partnership,” said Dzik, who now
goes by Cathy Middleton.

When Dzik and Pendergrass arrived to reset the
alarm just after 6 p.m. on May 31, 2016, Roland
Breault was inside. The two men got into a fight

that ended when Breault stabbed Pendergrass in
the back and chest. Pendergrass died a few
minutes later in a nearby parking lot.

Breault is charged with first-degree murder. He
claims he acted in self-defense. Trial is being held
in Courtroom A at the Winnebago County Justice
Center in front of Judge John Gibbons.
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